
1

Northern College
Indigenous Council on Education

Minutes of Meeting held February 14, 2017

Present: Dorothy Larkman, Open Seat, Chair, Indigenous Council
Fred Gibbons, Northern College President, Indigenous Council Member
Kathy Cheechoo, Open Seat, Indigenous Council Member
Ken Neegan, Open Seat, Indigenous Council Member

Resources: Kathy Gagain, Recording Secretary

Regrets: Lillian Trapper, Open Seat, Indigenous Council Member
Veronica Nicholson, Open Seat, Indigenous Council Member
Melody Chislett-Morris, Métis Nation of Ontario, Indigenous Council Member
Irene Tomatuk, Mushkegowuk, Indigenous Council Member

Agenda Item Action
1. Opening

(a) Acknowledgement of Territory

Dorothy acknowledged the Territory.

(b) Opening Prayer

Ken said the Opening Prayer.

(c) Opening Comments

Dorothy welcomed everyone and thanked them for coming.

It was confirmed that quorum for the meeting had not been achieved. The
members present decided to continue discussions while leaving any business
that needed to be attended to the next meeting.

(d) General Discussion

Dorothy advised that she is now part of the Board of Governors and has the
opportunity of being able to provide to the Board, feedback and identify gaps
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encountered by Indigenous Peoples. Dorothy has started asking what the needs
of the communities are so that we can determine how we can provide what’s
needed. Dorothy asked that we think about this so we can come up with a path
to follow. Dorothy also noted that she appreciates those who work here taking
the time to provide support to the Council, the students and the communities.

Fred advised that the announcements to tuition fee policy for next academic
year had been received and that Northern will increase to a maximum of 3% in
each of the next two years.

Fred also talked about the new funding formula for colleges, which was
announced for both colleges and universities. We will be transitioning to a
corridor funding model and initial impressions are favourable.

Fred also advised of free college tuition for families that qualify. Those that
would qualify would have a combined income a bit higher than $50,000.
Students will know what their education will cost and will be advised what
grants and/or bursaries they are eligible for to provide them with a clear picture
of what costs they will incur.

Dorothy asked how we can help our students so they don’t get caught in the
federal/provincial government circle. Fred noted that Colleges Ontario provides
a government relations services for all colleges and that we are also part of a
national body that works with the federal government on our behalf – Colleges
and Institutes Canada. What we need to do is get these new tools known in the
First Nations communities.

We are always looking at ways in which to increase participation.

It was suggested that Sharing Circles be held for students as part of their
program; before exams would be good timing – the faculty could look at times
where it is stressful for the students. A course that helps students learn the
culture was suggested. A course like this would reflect back their values and
make them want to come here. We value these; they are part of your education
– would add value.

Fred will talk to Irene Tomatuk to see if there would be interest in this. Then,
move this idea further with the Tribal Councils and then jointly develop what it
will look like.



3

Ken wants to help his community move from secondary to postsecondary school
successfully; that’s why he serves on this Council.

It was agreed that the Council should tell people about what it is that the
Council does and why we think it is important. Dorothy would like to bring Ken
to Wabun to let him express the importance of this work.

It was also agreed that we need to motivate people to come here to help us
make us the college of choice.

Other thoughts included:

• a transitional curriculum from secondary to postsecondary. What are all the
steps we need to take to get there? Time lines?

• dual credit – agreements where students get a northern college transcript
for credit earned in grade twelve. We are doing this with publically funded
school boards; we can make a proposal to do this with First Nations.

• Membership – as was past practice, Kathy will advertise for the vacancies.

• Ken will accompany Dorothy to meet with Tribal Councils.

• Dorothy will call each of the members to determine their level of
commitment. Kathy will provide the contact information.

Dorothy thanked everyone for coming. Next meeting is scheduled for Monday,
March 20, 2017.


