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Land Acknowledgement
We acknowledge that we are on the traditional and territorial lands of the Cree, Oji-Cree, Ojibway, and 
Algonquin homelands. We acknowledge these ancestral lands that we are gathered on, which contin-
ue to interconnect us all and remind us that we are all treaty people. First Nation communities located 
on these lands include: Temagami, Timiskaming, Matachewan, Mattagami, Apitipi Anicinapek Nation, 

Taykwa Tagamou, Beaverhouse, Flying Post, Moose Cree, Fort Albany, Kashechewan, Attawapiskat, 
Weenusk, and Metis Peoples Region #3.
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CONVOCATION PROGRAM 
SPRING 2026

•	 Opening Procession, Including: Entrance, Indigenous Drum 
Song, Land Acknowledgement, National Anthem and Elder’s 
Message

•	 Welcome and Opening Remarks

•	 President’s Remarks

•	 Welcome and Introduction of Convocation Speaker(s)

•	 Convocation Speaker(s)

•	 Admission to Convocation

•	 Introduction to Convocation and Presentation of Graduates

•	 Board of Governors Greeting and Charge to Graduates

•	 Presentation of Awards and Medals and Governor General’s

•	 Academic Medal Presentation

•	 Closing Recession

** Timmins Campus presentation of awards and medals occurs      
during a separate awards ceremony.
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KIRKLAND LAKE
FRIDAY MAY 29, 2026

HAILEYBURY
FRIDAY JUNE 5, 2026

MOOSONEE
TUESDAY JUNE 9, 2026

TIMMINS
FRIDAY JUNE 12, 2026

CONVOCATION 
SPEAKERS

Vanessa Anthony
Graduate Class of 2018

Wendee Lawig-Armstrong
Graduate Class of 2023

Graduate Class of 2025

Adam Alisappi
Graduate Class of 2019

Norm Dwyer
Graduate Class of 2007

Madison Black
Graduate Class of 2019

Jeremy Wilson
Graduate Class of 2008

Practical Nursing 

Personal Support Worker

Practical Nursing

Practical Nursing

Development Services Worker, 
and Educational Assistant

Mining Engineering Technician Electrical Apprentice Advanced 
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For over one hundred years,  Northern 
College has been a centre for learning 
and professional development in Ontario’s 
northeast.

Founded in the silver fields of Cobalt in the 
early twentieth century with the development 
of the Haileybury School of Mines (HSM), 
Northern’s approach to education has always 
been directly connected to the needs of local 
industry and the well-being of learners from 
our communities.

This unique perspective on education 
propelled HSM to become the world’s 
foremost mining school, a reputation that 
carried forward as it joined the Northern 
Ontario Institute of Technology to form 
Northern College in the late 1960s.

The founding of Northern College as we 
know it today was a coming together of 
different ideas, perspectives and specialties 
through a common approach to skills-based 
learning.

Hands-on training has become the defining 
feature of a Northern College education; 
one that spans a century and will continue to 
define our mission into the next.

A LONG HISTORY OF 
SUCCESS IN EDUCATION
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Esteemed faculty 
members, proud parents, 
honored guests, and most 
importantly, the outstanding 
graduates welcome.
Today marks a powerful turning point in your lives - a 
moment to recognize just how far your hard work, 
determination, and resilience have carried you. It’s a 
day to look back with pride at the challenges you’ve 
overcome and the victories you’ve earned. It’s also 
a day to look forward with courage and excitement 
toward the limitless possibilities that lie ahead. But 
above all, it is a day to celebrate - celebrate your 
growth, your potential, and the remarkable individu-
als you are becoming. Standing here with you today 
is a true honor, and I’m inspired by the bright futures 
each of you is about to create.

As we celebrate everything our graduates have 
accomplished, I also want to take a moment to 
acknowledge the rich cultural teachings that guide 
and ground us. The stage behind me - and even the 
gown I’m wearing - carry incredible stories through 
the beautiful artwork created by Indigenous artists 

from each of our campus communities.

My heartfelt thank you to Justice Sutherland, John Reuben, Wayne McKenzie and Chance Kwieciarz-Luke 
(KAVY-ECH-US-LUKE) for sharing their gift of art with us.

Today is one of those rare moments in life when you get to pause, breathe deeply, and truly feel the weight 
of everything you’ve accomplished. Each of you has walked your own path to get here - some days filled 
with confidence and excitement, others marked by doubt, exhaustion, or uncertainty. Yet through it all, you 
kept going. And today, you stand here not just as graduates, but as people who have proven to yourselves 
that you can overcome, you can grow, and you can rise to meet whatever life places in front of you.

To our faculty members, my heartfelt thanks. You have poured your time, your wisdom, and often your 
hearts into these students. You’ve been their mentors, their steady voices during challenges, and the ones 
who believed in them even when they questioned themselves. Your devotion has shaped their journeys in 
ways that will stay with them for a lifetime.

To the families and loved ones who have supported these graduates - you have been their anchor. Your en-



CONVOCATION 2026 CELEBRATION 8

couragement, your sacrifices, your unwavering belief have carried them through their hardest moments. Every 
long night, every moment of doubt, every step forward - they didn’t take those steps alone. Today, we honor 
you as well, for the love and strength you have given so generously.

And to you, our graduates - this day is yours. Today, you stand at the summit of years of hard work, resilience, 
and extraordinary personal growth. But what excites me most is knowing that this moment is not an ending - 
it’s the opening chapter of something even more powerful. The friendships you’ve made, the lessons you’ve 
learned, the obstacles you’ve pushed through - they’ve shaped you into capable, compassionate, and cou-
rageous people. The road ahead will have its challenges, but I believe in you. I believe in your strength, your 
brilliance, and the incredible futures you have ahead of you.

As you step boldly into this next chapter, remember that success is so much more than titles, awards, or the 
pursuit of material achievement. True success is found in the difference you make - in the people you uplift, 
the compassion you show, and the positive change you bring into the world. It lives in the moments when 
your courage sparks someone else’s, when your kindness softens a hard day, and when your integrity sets a 
standard others aspire to follow.

As you chase your dreams and build the future you envision, hold tightly to the values that ground you: in-
tegrity, empathy, humility, and kindness. These qualities will guide you through adversity, elevate your accom-
plishments, and shape a legacy far greater than anything you can place on a résumé. They will not only define 
who you are, but they will inspire others long after your journey takes its next turn

Today, we celebrate your success - the triumphs, the growth, and the countless moments that brought you to 
this milestone. But tomorrow, we look ahead with hope and excitement, knowing that each of you will go on 
to create meaningful change in your communities, in society, and in the world.

As you step into the future, step forward with confidence. Hold your heads high. Remember that the road 
ahead is not fixed or predetermined - it’s yours to shape, yours to define, and yours to fill with purpose and 
possibility.

Congratulations, Class of 2026. The world isn’t just waiting for you - it needs you. Now go forward and make 
it brighter

Mitch Dumas  
President and CEO, Northern College



Graduation is one of the most important moments 
in the life of an institution like Northern College. It 
is an opportunity to recognize not only academic 
achievement but also the hard work, sacrifice, resilience, 
and determination that brought each graduate to this 
moment.

Every graduate has a different story. For some, this 
achievement came directly after high school. For 
others, it meant balancing school with full-time work, 
supporting a family, relocating to a new community, 
or returning to the classroom after years away from 
education. Many students faced personal challenges, 
financial pressures, uncertainty, and moments when 
continuing was not easy. Reaching graduation 
represents much more than completing a program. It 
reflects perseverance and a commitment to building a 
better future.

Northern College has long played a unique role in 
preparing students for meaningful careers and real-
world opportunities. For more than 100 years, the 
College has helped students build practical skills, 
confidence, and experience that prepare them to 
succeed in an evolving world.

Graduates of Northern College continue to make a 
difference not only across Canada but around the 
world. They work in hospitals, mining operations, 

businesses, emergency services, technology sectors, and public institutions. They lead companies, strengthen 
communities, support innovation, and apply the skills they developed at Northern across industries and 
organizations worldwide.

As you leave Northern College and enter the next stage of your lives, remember that graduation is not an 
ending. It is the beginning of a new chapter. The world you are entering will continue to change quickly, 
and the ability to adapt, keep learning, and work through challenges will matter just as much as technical 
knowledge. The experiences you gained during your time at Northern have prepared you for that reality.

On behalf of the Board of Governors, I want to recognize the families, friends, faculty, staff, and supporters 
who helped make this achievement possible. Graduation is a proud moment not only for students but also 
for those who supported them throughout their journey. Their encouragement, patience, and belief in you 
played an important role in helping you reach this milestone.

Right now, many of you are looking ahead, wondering what comes next. Some of you have a clear plan. 
Others are still figuring it out. Both are okay. Life rarely unfolds as we expect, and often the moments that 
shape us most are the ones we never could have planned for.

There will be successes that make you proud and challenges that test you. There will be moments when 
you question yourself, your direction, or whether you are ready for what comes next. In those moments, 
remember what brought you here. You have already proven that you can work through uncertainty, adapt to 
challenges, and keep moving forward even when things are difficult.

As you leave Northern College, carry that confidence with you. Not the confidence that you will always have 
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BOARD OF GOVERNORS’ MESSAGE



the answers, but the confidence that you can figure things out, keep learning, and grow through experience.

The people you met here, the lessons you learned, and the experiences you gained will stay with you longer 
than any classroom or campus. Years from now, you may not remember every assignment or lecture, but you 
will remember the moments that challenged you, the people who supported you, and the feeling of reaching 
this milestone today.

No matter where life takes you next, whether it is close to home or far beyond it, Northern College will always 
be part of your story, and you will always be part of ours.

Kraymr Grenke, 
Board of Governors Chair  

CONVOCATION 2026 CELEBRATION 10



CONGRATULATIONS

Stacy Wight
Mayor, Corporation of the Town of Kirkland Lake

FROM KIRKLAND LAKE
On behalf of Kirkland Lake Town Council and our entire community, it is 
my great pleasure to extend heartfelt congratulations to the graduating 
class of Northern College.

Convocation marks an important milestone, one that represents 
perseverance, growth, and the courage to pursue your goals. Each of 
you has invested time, effort, and determination into your education, 
and today we celebrate not only your academic achievements, but the 
resilience and ambition that carried you here.

Northern College plays a vital role in shaping our region. By offering 
practical, forward-thinking education rooted in community needs, the 
College helps strengthen Northern Ontario’s workforce and inspires 
confidence in our shared future. Graduates leave not only with 
credentials, but with skills, values, and perspectives that contribute 

meaningfully to the places they live and work.

Whether your next chapter keeps you here in Kirkland Lake, elsewhere in the North, or leads you further 
afield, know that communities like ours depend on people exactly like you; people who are prepared to learn, 
to lead, and to contribute. We are proud of our continued support of Northern College and grateful for the 
positive impact its graduates continue to make.

I also wish to recognize the families, friends, faculty, and staff who supported these graduates along the way. 
Your encouragement and dedication matter more than you may ever know.

To the Class of 2026, be proud of what you’ve accomplished. Carry your education with confidence, stay 
curious, and remember that success is built not only on what you achieve, but on how you uplift others along 
the way.

Congratulations, and best wishes for a future filled with purpose and possibility.
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Congratulations Northern College 
Graduates!
Today is a new beginning for you, the Graduates. You all 
should be very proud of what you have accomplished. It 
has taken dedication and commitment to be here today.

Many of you have been encouraged and helped by 
family, friends, and others. Always remember it is you 
and only you that made this day possible. This is just the 
beginning many of you will join the workforce and other 
will continue their education.

I would like to remind you all, that we must always have an open mind to new things 
and ideas.

If you have an open mind and think positive you will learn something new every day and 
you will be successful in the future; whether it be at home, school or work.

On behalf of the Town of Moosonee we wish you all success as you go forward today and 
in the future.

Wayne Taipale  
Mayor, Town of Moosonee

FROM MOOSONEE
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A Time of Celebration
I am honoured and privileged to have been 
asked to speak at this year’s Northern College 
graduation ceremony.

Northern College’s vision is “Empowerment 
through learning to build a better world” and 
their mission is “Building community across the 
North through partnerships and excellence in 
education”. I can tell you as a local community 
leader the Board and staff of the college ensure 
every decision they make is in line with their 

vision and mission and are an extremely valued partner of our community.

Graduation is a time of celebration and marks the end of one phase and the begin-
ning of another phase. It is a very proud moment for the graduates, family and fac-
ulty who have all played an integral part to get us to graduation day. The students 
have worked hard with focus, determination, resilience, and discipline.

To the graduating students: Our community has appreciated your time with us. 
You have supported our recreation facilities, our community and our businesses. 
Thank you!

I hope your time in our community has left a lasting impression and we will see you 
again in the future, either as a resident, tourist or doing business here.

This is your day and I congratulate you on your achievements and wish you all the 
best in your future endeavours.

Jeff Laferriere  
Mayor, City of Temiskaming Shores

FROM TEMISKAMING SHORES
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Dear Class of 2026,

Michelle Boileau  
Mayor, Corporation of the City of Timmins

FROM TIMMINS

On behalf of the entire community, I am thrilled to extend 
my heartfelt congratulations to the graduates of Northern 
College. This is a momentous occasion, one that marks the 
culmination of hard work, determination, and perseverance.

As you step into the next chapter of your journey, remember 
that your education at Northern College has provided you 
with more than just knowledge. It has equipped you with 
the skills, experiences, and resilience needed to thrive in an 
ever-evolving world.

We are incredibly proud of the talent that emerges from 
Northern College, and as you venture into your careers, I encourage you to consider building 
your future right here in the City of Timmins. Our community continues to offer a wealth of 
opportunities across many fields. Timmins is a city with a proud history, growing opportunities, 
and a strong, welcoming spirit. We are excited to see the next generation of leaders, innova-
tors, and changemakers choose to call our city home.

To the families, friends, and faculty members who have supported you along the way – thank 
you for your encouragement and belief in these graduates. Your support has been invaluable in 
helping them reach this important milestone.

As you move forward, take pride in your accomplishments and continue to seek opportunities 
to grow, learn, and contribute. I have no doubt that each of you will make a positive difference 
in the world and we hope that many of you will choose to make that difference right here in 
Timmins.

Congratulations, graduates!
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ACADEMIC DESIGNATION

Upon receipt of the following credentials, graduates are 
entitled to use a designation, as described below, after 
their names:

Ontario College Certificate, OCC

Ontario College Diploma, OCD

Ontario College Advanced Diploma, OCAD

Ontario College Graduate Certificate, OCGC

Use your new designation proudly.

Congratulations on all your success!
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CONVOCATION CEREMONIES

KIRKLAND LAKE CAMPUS

Friday, May 29, 2026 - 1:00 p.m.
STUDENT SPEAKER Community Services

Addiction and Mental Health 
Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Early Childhood Education
Ontario College Diploma

Social Service Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Health Sciences & 
Emergency Services
Personal Support Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Practical Nursing
Ontario College Diploma

Pre-Health Sciences Pathway to 
Advanced Diplomas and Degrees 
Ontario College Certificate, Pathway to 
Advanced Diploma and Degrees

Trades & Technology
Environmental Technician
Ontario College Diploma 

Mechanical Technician – Welding 
Fitter
Ontario College Diploma

Mary Campbell
With over 30 years of 
dedicated service in healthcare, 
I have spent my career 
providing compassionate care 
as a Personal Support Worker 
and Homecare Aid. Now, at 48, 
I am proudly graduating from 
Practical Nursing—proving that 
it is never too late to chase 
your calling.
As a mother of three grown 
children, I have balanced 
the demands of family and 
work while never losing sight 
of my professional goals. I 

believe that no obstacle is too great and nothing can stop a person 
fueled by purpose. My journey doesn’t end here; I am committed to 
continuous growth and am already setting my sights on bridging into 
Registered Nursing. I am ready to bring my decades of experience and 
unshakable determination to this next chapter of my career.

Academic 
Upgrading
Academic and Career Entrance
Academic and Career 
Entrance Certificate 

Business & Office 
Administration
Business - Accounting
Ontario College Diploma

Business - Human Resources
Ontario College Diploma

Business - Marketing
Ontario College Diploma

Business Fundamentals
Ontario College Diploma

Office Administration - 
Executive
Ontario College Diploma
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HAILEYBURY CAMPUS

Friday, June 5, 2026 - 11:00 a.m.

STUDENT SPEAKER

Business & Office 
Administration
Business
Ontario College Diploma

Business Fundamentals
Ontario College Certificate

Law Clerk
Ontario College Diploma

Community Services
Social Service Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Health Sciences & 
Emergency Services
Personal Support Worker
Ontario College Certificate

Practical Nursing
Ontario College Diploma

Trades & Technology
Instrumentation and Control 
Engineering
Ontario College Diploma

Mining Engineering Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Veterinary Sciences
Animal Grooming
Ontario College Certificate

Companion Animal Physical 
Rehabilitation
Ontario College Certificate

Veterinary Assistant
Ontario College Certificate

Veterinary Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Veterinary Technology - Wildlife 
Rehabilitation
Ontario College Advanced Diploma

CONVOCATION 2026 CELEBRATION 17

Aurora Dewar
Aurora Dewar is graduating from the Veterinary Technician 
program. Aurora was born in Wawa and raised in Haileybury, 
she immediately felt at home at Northern College. From 
day one at the Haileybury campus, Aurora knew she wanted 
to be actively involved with the school’s community. She 
volunteered for the NCSA as Director of Communications 
and helped to re-establish the now, very popular weekly 
student volleyball nights.

Aurora has always been very public about her love and 
compassion for animals, large and small. Aurora enjoys 
spending time with all kinds of animals, especially draft 
horses and her very special Bernese mountain dog named 
Romeo. Throughout her teens years, Aurora volunteered to 

work with animals on many occasions including completing two cooperative placements at a local 
vet clinic and advocating for shelter animals through provincial pageantry.

Aurora is looking forward to studying hard for her national exam to continue her journey towards 
her life long goal of professionally working with animals and advocating for shelter animals.



MOOSONEE CAMPUS

Tuesday, June 9, 2026 - 1:00 p.m.

STUDENT SPEAKER

Jordana Sutherland 
Life’s experiences have shaped my perspective, and I 
value the personal growth that comes from navigating 
challenges – some more gracefully than others!

I’m grateful that my education has paved the way for a 
career where I’m paid to do what I love: helping people.

I’m also incredibly thankful for my husband, family, 
friends, and fur-babies, who provide endless love and 
unwavering support.

Academic Upgrading
Academic and Career Entrance
Academic and Career Entrance Certificate

Health Sciences & Emergency Services
Practical Nursing
Ontario College Diploma
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STUDENT SPEAKER

TIMMINS CAMPUS

Friday, June 12, 2026 - 9:30 a.m.

Frank Fiifi Aidoo 
He is a graduate of the Cybersecurity program at Northern 
College. Having begun his academic journey in Ghana, he 
brings a strong passion for excellence, paired with a drive to 
continuously learn, grow, and create meaningful impact in the 
field of Information Technology.

With a thoughtful and forward-looking mindset, Frank is 
currently stepping into a role as an IT Analyst at Discovery 
Corp, where he is eager to contribute his skills and dedication 
while continuing to develop and flourish in his  
professional journey.

Academic Upgrading
Academic and Career Entrance
Academic and Career Entrance 
Certificate

Health Sciences & 
Emergency Services

Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
in Collaboration with Laurentian 
University 
Bachelor’s Degree

Fitness and Health Promotion
Ontario College Diploma

Medical Lab Technician
Ontario College Certificate

Paramedic
Ontario College Diploma

Personal Support Worker
Ontario College Certificate

Practical Nursing
Ontario College Diploma

Pre-Health Sciences Pathway to 
Advanced Diplomas and Degrees
Ontario College Certificate

Trades & Technology
Civil Engineering Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Computer Engineering 
Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Construction Engineering 
Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Cybersecurity
Ontario College Graduate Certificate

Electrical Engineering Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Electrical Engineering 
Technology
Ontario College Advanced Diploma

Heavy Equipment Techniques
Ontario College Certificate

Mechanical Technician - Industrial 
Millwright
Ontario College Diploma

Mechanical Techniques - 
Industrial Millwright
Ontario College Certificate

Mining Engineering Technician
Ontario College Diploma

Motive Power Technician - 
Automotive
Ontario College Diploma

Motive Power Technician - Heavy 
Equipment
Ontario College Diploma
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STUDENT SPEAKER

TIMMINS CAMPUS 
Friday, June 12, 2026 - 1:30 p.m.

Destiny Levesque
Police Foundation 2026 
Graduate From Timmins Ontario
Hoping to one day serve the 
people of NAN as a Community 
Police Officer and travel the world
Currently working as a Municipal 
Law Enforcement Officer

Business & Office 
Administration
Business
Ontario College Diploma

Business - Accounting
Ontario College Diploma

Business - Human Resources
Ontario College Diploma

Business - Marketing
Ontario College Diploma

Business Fundamentals
Ontario College Certificate

Office Administration General
Ontario College Certificate

Office Administration - Executive
Ontario College Diploma

Supply Chain Management
Ontario College Diploma

Community Services
Addiction and Mental Health 
Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Early Childhood Education
Ontario College Diploma

General Arts and Science
Ontario College Certificate

Social Service Worker
Ontario College Diploma

Emergency Services
Police Foundations
Ontario College Diploma

Pre-Service Fire Fighter
Ontario College Diploma
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ALUMNI MESSAGE

Today marks a significant milestone in your life journey.

Congratulations on achieving what you had set out to do. You can be proud of what you have 
accomplished.

Your hard work and dedication have paid off, and we are incredibly proud of you.

Northern College has supported tens of thousands of graduates like you who have gone on to 
start new dreams and chapters of their lives.

We believe in you, and will be cheering you on from the sidelines, no matter what you choose 
to do next, we know you will continue to be great! 

We hope to keep in touch with you and share in a connection to Northern.

Please visit our website at www.northerncollegealumni.com and update your info so we can 
keep in touch. We will never sell your information to anyone, and hope you stay connected 
with us.

Good luck and all the very best in your future.

Class of 2026
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https://www.northerncollegealumni.com
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Download
the APP 

today.

Being a Northern College 
Alumni has its perks.

Your Northern College Alumni membership 
gets you access to exclusive perks from local 
businesses and national brands. Save on food, 
fashion, entertainment and more.
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HONOURING CULTURE THROUGH ART: 
INDIGENOUS TEACHINGS WOVEN INTO THE HEART 
OF CONVOCATION
This year, Northern College celebrates its graduates with a gesture of respect and recogni-
tion— woven into the heart of convocation through meaningful art and tradition.

The President’s gown and the stage backdrop were adorned with original works of art created 
by Indigenous artists from each of the college’s campus communities. These stunning pieces are 
more than decorative—they carry stories, teachings, and values. With the blessing of the artists, the 
meanings behind their work were shared during the ceremony, offering a moment of reflection on 
the deeper threads that bind us all.

Among the teachings:

The Moose teaches tranquility and the importance of moving forward with calm strength.

The Beaver symbolizes hard work and wisdom—traits that help shape a strong foundation.

The Flowers represent renewal and new beginnings, perfectly mirroring this time of transition.

The Bear embodies courage: the courage to speak, to stand tall, and to be the strength oth-
ers can lean on.

The Eagle Feather represents strength, nobility, courage, perseverance, respect, and wisdom. 
Traditionally gifted by elders or leaders to mark great achievements, the eagle feather is a sacred 
symbol. For many Indigenous students, receiving an eagle feather or plume during graduation is 
as meaningful as receiving the diploma itself.

The Goose represents the traditional Spring Goose Harvest, an important time when many Cree 
families along the James Bay coast return to the land. It also symbolizes working together, and 
helping one another to reach a common goal or destination—values deeply reflected in the jour-
ney of education and community.

These teachings and symbols are not only sewn into fabric, but into the spirit of Northern Col-
lege’s commitment to reconciliation, inclusion, and community.

We extend heartfelt thanks to artists Justice Sutherland, John Reuben, Wayne McKenzie, and 
Chance Kwieciarz-Luke for sharing their gifts with us. Their contributions transform this year’s convo-
cation into something more than a celebration—it becomes a moment of connection, reflection, and 
shared meaning.
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The Eagle Feather
Artist: Chance Kwieciarz-Luke
Representing all campuses

The Bear
Artist: Justice Sutherland  
Representing the Timmins Campus

The Moose & The Beaver
Artist: Wayne McKenzie 

Representing the Haileybury and 
Kirkland Lake Campuses

The Goose
Artist: John Reuben  
Representing the Moosonee Campus
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